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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  drawing  up  this  Report,  we  have  to  carefully  consider  the 
instructions  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  in  the  Circular 
issued  to  the  Council  (Circular  66),  advising  as  to  the  form  which 
the  Report  should  take.  The  Minister  of  Health  points  out  the 
importance  of  taking  special  steps  to  ascertain  the  general  condi- 
tion of  the  health  of  the  population  within  your  area,  and  of  the 
progress  of  the  various  health  services,  for  which  the  Council  are 
responsible  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  the  Statutes  and 
Regulations,  through  which  the  prevention  of  disease,  the  dimi- 
nution of  sickness,  and  the  general  physical  welfare  of  the  people 
are  intended  to  be  promoted. 

In  the  Memorandum  accompanying  the  Circular  the  lines  upon 
which  the  Report  is  to  be  compiled,  and  the  order  in  which  the 
subjects  are  to  be  dealt  w’ith,  is  set  forth.  I have  endeavoured  in 
this  Report  to  deal  wdth  the  subjects  on  which  information  is  re- 
quired, as  far  as  possible. 
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The  Minister  attaches  special  importance  to  the  accuracy  and 
completeness  of  the  Report  on  this  occasion,  so  as  to  enable  him 
to  take  a more  comprehensive  survey  than  heretofore  of  the  import- 
ant field  of  national  well-being. 

The  Circular  suggests  that  you  should  arrange  for  the  Report 
to  be  distributed  as  widely  as  possible,  so  as  to  engender  popular 
interest  in  the  subject.  It  is  pointed  out  that  an  increase  of  public 
knowledge  and  interest  in  sanitary  questions  would  tend  to  ensure 
that  co-operation  and  confidence  between  the  public  and  the  Health 
Authority  which  is  essential  to  successful  health  administration. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

Population.  Census  1911 — 3,155. 

Estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1919 — 3,196. 

Physical  Amblecote  is  situated  in  ■ South  Staffordshire,  and 

Character.  originally  formed  part  of  the  Kingswinford  Rural 

District,  but  was  constituted  an  Urban  District  in 
the  year  1898.  It  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Urban  District 
of  Brierley  Hill,  and  the  Rural  District  of  Kingswinford  ; on  the 
East  by  the  Urban  District  of  Quarry  Bank ; and  on  the  South 
and  West  it  adjoins  the  County  of  Worcester.  Its  natural  drain- 
age is  into  the  River  Stour,  which  forms  its  Western  boundary. 
Its  highest  level  is  436  feet;  its  lowest  level  223  feet.  Part  of  the 
district,  lying  to  the  north-east,  stands  on  the  extreme  western 
boundary  of  the  South  Staffordshire  coal  measures,  containing 
many  beds  of  clay.  The  other  part  of  the  district  lies  beyond  the 
Stourbridge  fault,  which  cuts  off  and  covers  the  coal  measures 
with  the  new  red  sandstone  and  permian  beds,  giving  a much 
drier  soil,  as  the  sand  is  soft  and  water  percolates  through  it 
quickly.  In  this  part  of  the  district  the  bulk  of  the  population  live. 
The  area  of  the  district  is  665  acres.  It  extends  for  about  one 
mile,  north  and  south,  and  about  two  miles  east  and  west.  The 
subsoil  water  varies. 

Occupations  Its  manufactures  chiefly  consist  of  glass  works, 
of  the  fire  clay  and  brick  works,  galvanizing  works,  and 
Inhabitants.  iron  foundries.  There  is  also  a considerable  area 
of  agricultural  land. 

Industrial  The  employees  in  the  glass  works  are  subject  to 
Diseases.  lead  poisoning,  but  owing  to  improved’ conditions  of 
working,  these  cases  have  almost  ceased  to  come 
under  notice.  There  was  one  case  in  the  glass  polishing  depart- 
ment during  1919.  Women  and  girls  are  largely  employed  in  the 
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brick  yards,  laborious  work  which  does  not  appear  to  al¥ect  the 
health  of  the  workers  in  any  special  degree.  Although  they  work 
in  a very  dusty  atmosphere  there  is  no  special  incidence  of  chest 
disease  amongst  them.  They  are,  generally  speaking,  robust  and 
healthy. 

Poor  Law  The  amount  of  Poor  Relief  is  / n6  os.  6d. 

Relief. 

Hospitals.  The  Corbett  Hospital  is  situated  in  a central  position 
within  the  district.  It  has  30  beds.  A separate  de- 
partment for  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  is  in  course  of  erection. 

There  is  also  a Public  Dispensary  at  Stourbridge,  within  easy 
distance  of  the  district. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

In  a district  with  so  small  a population  as  Amblecote,  conclusions 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  drawn  from  the  figures  of  individual  year's, 
but  accidental  error  is  counteracted  when  the  mean  figures  over 
several  years  are  taken. 

The  following  statistics  are  calculated  upon  the  returns  of  births 
and  deaths,  and  estimates  of  the  population  supplied  by  the  Regis- 
trar General.  The  numbers  of  births  and  deaths  are  those  regis- 
tered during  the  calendar  year,  and  are  corrected  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers.  The  birth-rate  (and  marriage-rate)  popula- 
tion is  intended  to  include  all  the  elements  of  the  population  con- 
tributing to  the  birth  and  marriage  rates.  It  consists,  therefore, 
of  the  death-rate  or  civilian  population  plus  all  non-civilians  en- 
listed from  this  country  whether  serving  at  home  or  abroad.  The 
death-rate  population  excludes  all  non-civilian  males  whether  serv- 
ing at  home  or  abroad.  This  Is  necessary  for  the  purposes  of 
local  death-rates,  because  it  has  proved  Impossible  to  transfer  the 
deaths  of  non-civilians  to  their  area  of  residence,  or  to  deal  in  any 
other  satisfactory  way  with  the  local  mortality  of  this  element  of 
the  population. 

Birth=rate  The  population  (civil  and  military)  Is  estimated  to 

15.6.  be  3,196  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1919,  as  against 

an  estimate  of  3,294  for  the  year  1918.  The  number 
of  Births  registered  for  the  year  Is  50 — 25  males  and  25  females, 
which  represents  a birth-rate  of  15.6  per  thousand  of  the  popula- 
tion. For  the  year  1918  the  birth-rate  was  17.9  per  thousand  of 
the  population. 

The  previous  five  years’  average  is  19.6.  The  birth-rate  in 
.A.mblecote  is  always  low. 
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Death=»'ate  The  civil  population  is  estimated  to  be  3,068.  The 
14.6.  number  of  Deaths  registered  is  45 — 24  males  and 

21  females  — representing  a death-rate  of  14.6  per 
thousand  of  the  population.  For  the  year  1918  the  death-rate  was 
16.0  per  thousand  of  population. 

The  previous  5 years’  averag'e  is  15.0. 


Infantile  Four  deaths  were  registered  under  1 year  of  age. 

Mortality  The  mortality  per  thousand  births  is  80.  For  the 

80.  year  1918  it  was  120. 

4'he  previous  5 years’  average  is  86. 

Zymotic  No  deaths  occurred  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 

Mortality  diseases.  For  the  year  1918  the  death-rate  per  thou- 

0.00.  sand  of  the  population  was  0.6. 

The  previous  5 years’  average  is  0.5. 

.'\ges  at  which  Death  occurred  (All  Causes). 


L’nder  1 year  of  age  4 

1 year  and  under  5 years  4 

5 }'ears  and  under  15  years  4 

15  years  and  under  25  years  3 

25  years  and  under  45  years  6 

45  years  and  under  65  years  15 

65  years  and  over  14 


Birth=rate  Death-=rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  1919. 
Population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1919. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Vv'ater  Supply.  The  public  supply  for  the  district  is  from  the 
mains  of  the  Stourbridge  and  District  Water 
Company.  The  supply  is  constant  and  is  satisfactory  for  domestic 
purposes.  The  houses  are  connected  practically  throughout  the 
whole  district.  The  Company  has  a pumping  station  within  the 
district — the  source  of  supply  being  wells  in  the  upper  soft  red  beds 
marked  F.3  on  the  Ordnance  Geological  Maps  of  the  Bunter  or 
lower  new  red  sandstone.  The  bore  holes  are  lined  50  feet,  and 
the  water  is  drawn  at  500  feet  from  the  surface.  The  sanitary 
conditions  are  good,  and  there  is  no  risk  of  pollution.  There  is  no 
plumbo  solvent  action. 

Rivers  and  The  River  Stour  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the 

Streams.  district.  There  is  also  a stream  passing  through 

the  \'alley,  which  empties  into  the  Stour.  There 
is  no  appreciable  pollution  of  the  river  from  the  district,  such 
pollution  as  there  is  comes  from  outside. 

Closet  With  the  exception  of  about  20  privies  on 

Accomuiodation.  premises  which  are  outside  the  sewered  area, 
the  whole  district  is  on  the  water  carriage  sys- 
tem. I’ide  Inspector’s  Report.  (Appended.) 

Drainage  and  There  is  a complete  system  of  deep  drainage  in  the 
Sewerage.  district,  provided  with  flushing  tanks.  Amblecote 
is  one  of  the  constituent  districts  of  the  Stourbridge 
Main  Drainage  Board.  The  eflluent,  which  is  finally  treated  by 
broad  irrigation  at  Whittington,  about  a mile  south  of  the  village 
of  Kinver,  discharges  into  the  Stour  and  does  not  give  rise  to 
pollution. 

Scavenging.  This  work  is  done  by  contract.  The  refuse  is 
deposited  on  a tip  in  an  open  neighbourhood.  There 
are  no  complaints.  There  is  weekly  removal.  Vide  Inspector’s 
Report.  (Appended.) 

With  regard  to  the  ultimate  disposal  of  the  refuse,  as  there  is 
no  available  Destructor  the  tip  becomes  a necessary  evil.  It  is  an 
objectionable  method  which  should  not  be  tolerated  any  longer 
than  is  absolutely  necessary.  Joint  action  with  one  of  the  con- 
tiguous Authorities  to  provide  a Destructor  would  meet  the  diffi- 
cultv. 


Sanitary  Inspections.  Vide  Inspector’s  Report.  (Appended.) 
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Schools.  There  are  two  Elementary  Schools.  A mixed  depart- 
ment, and  an  Infant  School  in  separate  buildings.  The 
sanitary  condition  is  good,  and  the  Company’s  water  laid  on.  On 
an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  or  suspicious  case,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  notified,  and  closure  and  exclusion  adopted 
when  necessary.  The  health  of  the  scholars  is  investigated  by 
the  School  Medical  Officer. 


FOOD. 

Milk  Supply.  Most  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  imported 
from  outside  areas.  There  are  four  Registered 
Cowsheds  within  the  district,  these  are  regularly  inspected,  but 
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  keep  them  up  to  that  standard  of  cleanli- 
ness which  is  desirable.  They  are  much  the  same  as  cowsheds  I 
have  visited  elsewhere.  The  owners  have  been  handicapped  by 
the  question  of  labour  and  materials,  but  we  hope  to  get  an  im- 
provement this  year.  Three  of  the  cowkeepers  are  “producer 
retailers.’’  The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885, 
is  in  force,  but  no  action  has  been  taken  to  ascertain  if  the  milk  is 
tuberculous.  I have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  milk  is  pure  and 
wholesome.  There  is  very  little  tuberculosis  in  the  district,  especi- 
ally “other  forms’’  amongst  young  children.  There  are  2 Regis- 
tered Milk  Shops.  The  premises  are  clean  and  wholesome,  and 
the  milk  is  sold  the  day  it  is  received. 

Other  Foods.  Vide  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.  (Appended.) 

Milk  The  powers  under  this  Order  have  been 

Mothers  & Children  delegated  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Wel- 
Order,  1918.  fare  Committee.  Public  not’oe  was  given  of 
the  benefits  under  the  Order  in  “necessitous 
cases.’’  There  has  been  one  application  which  was  granted. 

Food.  ]'ide  Inspector’s  Report.  (Appended.) 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Notifications.  Xo  epidemic  of  Infectious  Diseases  has  occurred 
during  the  year.  The  notifications  received  con- 
sist of  two  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  one  other  form  of 
tuberculosis,  five  cases  of  pneumonia,  and  one  of  influenza.  No 
cases  of  Malaria,  Dysentry,  Trench  Fever,  Rabies  or  Anthrax  were 
notified. 
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Diphtheria.  The  Authority  provides  anti-diphtheritic  serum  both 
for  curative  and  prophylactic  purposes.  It  also  pro- 
vides for  bacteriological  aid  in  other  diseases. 

Notification  of  I believe  Tuberculosis  cases  are  notified  as  soon  as 
Tuberculosis.  the  diagnosis  is  made. 

Vaccination.  No  primary  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have 
been  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
under  the  Public  Health  Regulations  1917. 

Hospitals.  There  is  no  infectious  hospital  in  the  district.  An 
agreement  exists  with  the  Kingswinford  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council  for  the  reception  of  cases  from  Amblecote  into  their 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Smaihpox.  As  Amblecote  is  one  of  the  constituent  Authorities 
of  South  Staffordshire  Small-pox  Hospital  Board,  any 
outbreak  of  Small-pox  is  thus  provided  for. 

Disinfection.  There  is  no  Disinfector  in  the  district. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Joint  Committee.  This  is  managed  by  a Joint  Committee  of 
2.  Amblecote  and  Brierley  Hill.  There  is  a 

whole-time  Health  Visitor  and  a Centre  at 
Amblecote  and  Brierley  Hill.  The  average  attendance  at  the  two 
Centres  is  46.  Five  ante-natal  cases  and  four  post-natal  cases 
have  been  treated,  and  seven  babies  have  been  under  treatment 
in  the  local  hospital.  Still-births  are  investig'ated  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Health  Visitor.  There  is  an  excellent 
Ladies’  Voluntary  Committee. 

School  Children.  The  Brierley  Centre  is  used  for  school  children 
for  weighing  and  treatment  of  minor  ailments 
under  the  Health  Visitor,  but  it  is  hoped  shortly  to  place  this 
department  under  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

In  other  infectious  diseases,  the  services  of  a nurse  would  be 
engaged  if  necessary.  No  case  of  Opthalmia  Neonatorium  has 
been  notified,  since  notification  became  compulsory. 

There  is  no  District  Nurse  in  the  district. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Staff.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  acts  as  Surveyor  and  Inspector, 

1 which  I think  is  quite  satisfactory  in  such  a small  area. 

There  is  also  the  Health  \'isitor  jointly  with  Brierley  Hill. 

2 Referred  to  under  Hospitals  and  Small-pox. 

3 Local  Acts  and  Orders. 

Infectious  Diseases*Prevention  Acts,  1890,  all  Sections. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Parts  ii.  iii. 
and  V. 

Building-  and  General  Bye-laws  adopted  1903. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  adopted  1904. 

Milk  (Children  and  Mothers  Order)  1918. 

.Vmblecote  is  entitled  to  credit  for  its  Sanitary  administration 
since  it  became  an  Urban  District  in  1898.  The  sewerage  system 
has  been  considerably  extended.  4he  privy  midden  is  practically 
abolished,  and  the  water  carriage  system  (wherever  the  sewer  is 
available)  is  now  an  accomplished  fact.  It  has  a good  water  sup- 
ply, and  the  wells  have  been  closed.  It  has  provided  for  Isolation 
of  Small-pox  and  other  Infectious  Diseases,  and  has  recently 
entered  into  a contract  to  provide  24  working-class  houses.  The 
additional  advantages  I would  recommend  are : — 

1 The  use  of  a Destructor. 

2 The  use  of  a Steam  Disinfecting  Apparatus. 

3 A District  Nurse  jointly  with  a contiguous  .Authority. 

4 A Public  Recreation  Ground. 

5 Playgrounds  for  Children. 

6 Public  Offices. 


H.  D’ARCY  ELLIS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Housing. 

i.  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District. 

(1)  The  recent  survey  showed  the  housing  accommodation  to 
be  as  follows  : — 

Houses  with  Scullery,  1 Living  and  1 Bedroom  14 

Houses  with  Scullery,  1 Living  and  2 Bedrooms  8B 

Houses  with  Scull  ry.  Parlour,  Living  Room  and  2 Bed- 
rooms   258 

Houses  with  Scullery,  Parlour,  Living  Room,  and  3 Bed- 
rooms   255 

Houses  with  Scullery,  Parlour,  Living  Room  and  4 Bed- 
rooms   23 

All  other  Houses 99 

Total  742 

The  number  of  Houses  which  may,  according  to  the  rents,  be 
described  as  those  for  the  “Working  Classes’’  is  643,  and  the 
number  which  cannot  be  so  described  is  99.  The  percentage  of 
“Working  Class’’  houses  is  therefore  87,  and  the  percentage 
of  other  houses  is  13.  No  new  “Working  Class’’  houses  were 
erected  during  the  year  and  none  are  in  course  of  erection. 

(2)  The  population  has  remained  stationary  for  some  years 
past,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  great 
lluctation  in  the  future. 
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(B)  (a)  The  actual  number  of  houses  required  to  meet  those 
which  cannot  be  made  fit  for  human  habitation  and  to  relieve 
overcrow  ding-  is  29. 

(b)  Towards  this  number  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  will 
provide  24,  and  it  is  possible  that,  due  to  the  subsidy  granted 
by  the  Goverument,  a few  houses  may  be  built  by  private  enter- 
prise. 

2.  Overcrowding. 

(1)  Fifteen  houses  are  overcrowded  on  the  basis  of  more  than 
two  occupants  per  room,  and  26  houses  intended  for  one  family 
are  occupied  by  tw'o  or  more  families,  but  only  four  of  these  are 
overcrowded. 

(2)  With  regard  to  the  causes  of  overcrowding,  it  is  an 
accepted  fact  that,  generally  speaking,  the  largest  families  are 
usually  found  among  the  poorer  people  who  cannot  aflord  to 
pay  rent  for  houses  which  would  provide  sufficient  accommoda- 
tion. There  is  also  a class,  often  earning  good  wages,  who  will 
not  pay  but  the  barest  minimum  for  rent,  so  occupying  smaller 
houses  than  they  need  to  do.  Unless  they  are  compelled  to 
obtain  other  premises  they  will  continue  in  their  present  con- 
dition. The  bad  tenant,-  w-ho  only  pays  rent  when  forced,  also 
accounts  for  a percentage  of  overcrowding,  as,  naturally,  a 
landlord  of  a decent  house  will  refuse  to  accept  him  as  an 
occupier.  Another  factor  is  the  cessation  of  house  building 
during  the  war  and  an  increased  number  of  marriages  over  the 
same  period.  It,  however,  cannot  be  said  that  overcrowding 
prevails  to  any  serious  extent  in  the  district. 

(3)  and  (4)  The  provision  of  the  new  houses  to  be  erected 
shortly  wall  assist  in  solving  the  problem,  as  until  they  are 
completed  it  is  practically  impossible  to  deal  with  the  cases  that 
are  known. 

3.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

(1)  (a)  The  greater  majority  of  the  working  class  houses  are 
of  a good  type.  There  are  practically  no  courts  or  badly  con- 
gested areas,  and  as  most  of  the  houses  have  gardens,  there  is 
plenty  of  space  for  the  free  circulation  of  air.  There  are  13 
houses  only  of  the  “back-to-back”  type,  which  will  be  dealt 
with  as  soon  as  the  new’  houses  are  in  existence. 

There  are  no  underground  sleeping  rooms. 

(b)  The  principal  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit  houses  are  : 
Damp  conditions  due  to  lack  of  damp-proof  courses,  and  defec- 
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live  roots  ; unwholesome  conditions  arising^  from  perished  plaster 
and  ceiliny^s  and  lack  of  adequate  cleansing ; poor  and  broken 
floors  ; unsafe  and  dilapidated  stairs  ? insuflicient  ventilation 
owing  to  windows  not  being  made  to  open ; the  absence  of 
accommodation  for  storing  food  ; perished  brickwork  and  non- 
provision of  spouting. 

(2)  Four  houses  were  reported  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  were  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts.  Three  were  put 
into  a reasonable  state  of  repair,  and  the  remaining  one  will 
receive  attention  as  soon  as  possible. 

(3)  It  is  a very  difficult  matter  to  get  the  work  done  of 
making  unfit  houses  fit  for  human  habitation.  The  small  builder 
who  used  to  make  a specialit}’  of  repair  work  appears  tO'  have 
\ anished.  I can  see  no  solution  until  the  bulk  of  the  contracts 
on  hand  are  getting  near  completion  and  labour  and  materials 
will  be  released. 

With  reference  to  the  Sanitary  Accommodation,  all  houses 
where  it  is  practicable  are  provided  with  \Vater  Closets.  The 


following  is  a tabulated  table  : — • 

Houses  served  by  Water  Closets 714 

,,  ,,  Privies  21 

,,  ,,  Pan  Closets  7 

Houses  with  separate  Water  Closets 4(31 

,,  W'ater  Closets  in  common  253 

...  ,,  separate  Privies 19 

,,  Pri^4es  in  common  2 

,,  Pan  Closets 7 

The  total  number  of  Water  Closets  is  (325 

,,  ,,  Privies  is 20 

,,  ,,  Pan  Closets  is 7 

I'here  are  385  Ashpits  in  your  district  and  165  Bins. 

Houses  with  Separate  Ashpits 233 

,,  Ashpits  in  common 316 

,,  Bins 165 

,,  PriA'ies  and  Pans 28 


During  the  year  one  Privy  Midden  has  been  demolished  and 
replaced  by  a Water  Closet.  Since  1905,  325  Privy  Middens 
have  been  converted  to  \7'ater  Closets  and  165  .\shpits  replaced 
Bins. 

The  removal  of  refuse  is  performed  by  contract.  Bins  are 
emptied  weekly  and  Ashpits  are  attended  to  within  about  seven 
days  after  a request  has  been  made.  I'he  Contractor  has  per- 
formed his  work  satisfactorily,  and  it  is  exceedingly  rare  to 
receive  a complaint.  During  the  year  858  loads  of  refuse  were 
removed. 
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4.  There  are  no  unhealthy  areas. 

5.  There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  and  no  houses  let 
in  lodgings. 

7.  Appendices  for  }ear  ending'  31st  December,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  complaints 
were  made  that  they  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  (a)  by  house- 
holders. . .One. 

(2)  Action  under  Sec.  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1909. 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected...  127. 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  considered 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. . .4. 

(c)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  the  defects  of  which  were 
remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders... 39. 

(3)  .\ction  under  Sec.  28  of  the  Housing  Act,  1919... Nil. 

The  same  procedure  has  been  followed  as  in  previous 
years,  viz.  : After  an  inspection  has  been  made  and  defects 
discovered,  the  landlord  is  advised  and  requested  to  arrange 
an  interview  at  the  property,  when  the  work  necessary  to 
reined}-  them  is  pointed  out,  and  details  of  same  given  to 
him,  along  with  an  informal  notice.  This  usually  has  the 
desired  effect,  but  in  cases  of  non-compliance,  a report  is 
made  to  the  Council  and  followed  up  with  Statutory  notices. 

(4)  (a)  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority 
with  a view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders... 4. 

(b)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made. ..4 

(c)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined  on  the  houses 
being  made  fit  for  human  habitation. . .3. 

(5)  Number  of  demolition  orders  made... Nil. 

(6)  Number  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily. . .Nil. 

(7)  Obstructive  buildings  : No  action  taken,  as  none  is  neces- 
sary. 

Other  Foods. 

No  premises  are  used  for  the  manufacture  of  food  wdth  the 
exception  of  the  Bakehouses.  With  regard  to  shops  where  food 
is  stored  or  exposed  for  sale,  they  are  visited  at  frequent  inter- 
vals, but  there  is  nothing  to  complain  of  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  kept.  The  powers  already  in  existence  are  sufficient 
for  dealing  with  any  insanitary  conditions  that  may  be  found. 

One  parcel  of  about  100  lbs.  of  imported  fruit  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 
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Bakehouses. 

'I  here  are  four  Bakehouses — one  factory  and  three  workshop. 
They  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  and  Work- 
shops Acts.  Neither  of  them  is  an  “ Underg-round  Bakehouse.” 

Slaughter-houses,  Meat,  &c. 

The  number  of  Slaughter-houses  is  two — one  registered  and 
cne  licensed.  The  latter  has  not  been  used  for  a considerable 
period,  as  the  Ministry  of  Food  insisted  on  all  the  cattle,  etc., 
being  slaughtered  at  one  place  for  the  purposes  of  easy  distri- 
bution. The  one  in  use  has  a plentiful  supply  of  water,  good 
and  efficient  drainage,  and  ample  ventilation,  and  is  kept  in  a 
clean  condition.  Inspections  are  made  regularly  at  the  time 
of  slaughtering.  Generally  speaking,  the  meat  sold  is  of  excel- 
lent quality.  No  seizures  of  unsound  meat  have  been  made  and 
no  carcase  or  parts  of  carcases  condemned  for  tuberculosis. 

Premises  and  Occupations  controlled  by  By=laws. 

As  previously  stated,  there  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses 
and  no  houses  let  in  lodgings.  No  offensive  trades  are  carried 
on  in  the  district. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  number  of  Factories  on  the  Register  is  30,  and  the  nature 
cf  the  manufactures  is  set  out  in  the  following  table ; — 


Glass  making  and  decorating  11 

Iron  works,  Iron  foundries,  and  machine  shops..,  7 

Fire  bricks  and  Fireclay  works 5 

Hollow-ware  works  1 

Saw  mills  and  Wood  working 3 

Leather  works  (part  of)  1 

Bakehouse  Factory  1 

Gas  works  1 


30 

Twenty-two  Factories  are  provided  with  Water  Closets  and 
eight  have  Privies  or  Pans.  The  premises  having  the  latter  are 
situated  in  the  area  where  it  is  not  practicable  to  construct  a 
sewer.  During  the  year  one  privy  at  a factory  has  been  con- 
verted to  a water  closet, 
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There  are  30  Workshops  on  the  Register,  and  the  occupations 
followed  in  connection  with  same  are  indicated  below : — 

Bakehouses  - ...  3 

Motor  Garages,  etc 4 

Wheelwrights,  Carpenters  and  Painters 5 

Blacksmith  1 

Glass  factors 4 

Wood  packing  case  making  1 

Metal  workers  3 

Fireclay  (Pots,  etc.)  1 

Malting  1 

Chemical 1 

Shoe  repairing  3 

Dressmaking  3 

All  of  them  have  Water  Closets.  One  notice  has  been  issued 

requiring  the  premises  to  be  lim.ewashed  and  has  been  complied 
Wltll. 

HAROLD  PIPER, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


March,  31st  1920. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 
done  in  tiie  Inspector  of  Nuisance’s  Department  during 
the  Year  1919. 


Number 

of 

Abatement 

Notices 
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V 0 
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fe  ^ 
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3 

< 

Foul  Conditions  ...  1 

1 

2 1 

9 

4 

15 

6 

Dwelling- 

Structural  Defects  ( 

44 

18 

1 6 

25 

I 

19 

houses  and 
Schools 

I Overi'rowding  ...  I 

[Unlit  for  Habitation  ) 

I5I 

4 

4 

3 

2 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  1 

20 

1 

I 

Cowsheds  ...  J 

Bakehouses 

31 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

Canal  If  oats 

59 

.Ashpits  and  Privies 

■85 

10 

5 

I 

9 

I 

Deposits  of  Refuse  & Manure 

1 

1 

I 

I 

Water  Closets 

217 

10 

5 

2 

4 

6 

House  J 

Defective  Traps  ...  1 

No  Disconnection 

175 

I 

Drainage  ^ 

Other  Faults  ...  ) 

12 

5 

I 

9 

3 

Water  Supply 

>5‘ 

1 

Pigsties 

27 

! 

Animals  improperly  Kept  .. 
Offensive  Trades  ... 

Smoke  Nuisances... 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

'7 

! 

i 

! >5 

3 

15 

d'otals 

ii034 

1 iS 

51 

27 

' 80 

37 

Unwnole-  ] Number  of  Seizures  and  Surrenders 
some  Food  | Condemned  by  Magistrate 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 


Nil. 

3 


{Signed)  HAROLD  PIPER,  In  spector  of  Nuisances. 


March  31st,  1920. 


